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Huey, Cobra retiring
from Army inventory

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

The hotel was like an international mar-
ketplace with the product of interest, an
Army helicopter, displayed on the lawn.

It was the second Foreign Users Con-
ference for the UH-1 Huey and AH-1
Cobra helicopters. The Army is retiring
both Vietnam-era aircraft from its invento-
ry. Supportability for the helicopters will
shift to U.S. industry under a contract to be
awarded next year.

As part of the commercial services sup-
port contract, foreign customers were
asked to join a fair share sustainment pro-
gram. More than 300 people, including
representatives from 25 foreign countries
and 58 contractors, attended the foreign
users conference sponsored by Security
Assistance Management Directorate, Nov.
4-5 at the Marriott.

“The Army is retiring the Huey/Cobra
helicopters and one of the options for the
Army to divest themselves of these heli-
copters is to offer them for foreign military 

See Helicopters on page 7

Countries hear helicopter sales pitch

Photo by Skip Vaughn
SHARING IDEAS— From left are Korean Lt. Col. Seong Jong Kil, Lt. Col. Young Sul
Seo and Dan Parker, manager of aviation systems management office at Security
Assistance Management Directorate. Representatives from 25 countries attended
the Foreign Users Conference for UH-1 Huey and AH-1 Cobra helicopters. 

Combined Federal Campaign
extended through this Friday

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

Bill Richardson wanted to give back to the agency that helped
his family 30 years ago. He finally found it in this year’s Com-
bined Federal Campaign brochure.

His youngest son, Travis, was born in 1972 and was about 6
months old when diagnosed to have open heart surgery. The Chil-
drens Fund at Vanderbilt Childrens Hospital helped fund the sur-
gery performed in 1974. Travis died at age 13.

“I was very surprised to see them listed in there,” Richardson,
an auditor in the Internal Review and Audit Compliance Office,
said of the CFC brochure. “And I called up to Vanderbilt and
asked if that fund helped families with children with major med-
ical bills without medical coverage. And they said they did.”

Richardson contributed $2,010 to this year’s CFC campaign,
which has been extended to Friday. This included three contribu-
tions: $150 and $300 to the overall drive and $1,560 in payroll
deduction ($60 per pay period) to the Vanderbilt childrens fund.

The annual charity campaign enabled Richardson and his wife,
Betty, to help the agency that helped them.

“And that’s why I think the CFC is an excellent program

See Help on page 7

Auditor helps agency that helped him three decades ago

Photo by Skip Vaughn
CHEERFUL GIVER— Bill Richardson, an auditor, contributes
annually to the Combined Federal Campaign. He and his fam-
ily were helped 30 years ago by the Childrens Fund at Van-
derbilt Childrens Hospital, a CFC agency. 
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The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.

R e d s t o n e  R o c k e tR e d s t o n e  R o c k e t
Editorial office 876-1500   Editorial fax 955-9138      Retail Advertising 532-4539    Classified Advertising 532-4300    Fax 532-4349

The Redstone Rocket is published in the
interest of the personnel at Redstone Arsenal,
by The Huntsville Times a private firm in
no way connected with the Department of
the Army. Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and sup-
plements, does not constitute an endorse-
ment by the Department of the Army of the
products or services advertised within this
publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.

Rocket Staff
Public Affairs Officer:  Al Schwartz
Editor: Skip Vaughn
Reporters: Sandy Riebeling

Kelley Lane
Spec. Evan Morrow

Copy Editor: Scott Seeley
Advertising Sales: Aletha Pardue

Petie Sims

email: redstone-rocket@redstone.army.mil
Rocket articles are available online at the following:

http://www.redstone.army.mil/pub_affairs/

Letters to the editor

We would like to give a big thank
you to the 10 soldiers from the
NCO Academy who volunteered

to work at our Harvest Festival Nov. 2.
This festival is the primary fund-raiser for
Owens Elementary School in Limestone
County and without their help it would
have suffered for lack of volunteers. 

From the moment Advanced Non-
Commissioned Officers Class 600-
ANCOC-002-03 decided to take on our
festival as their community project, we
sensed their excitement and enthusiasm.

SFC Robert Skinner kept in contact
with us during the planning and offered
additional assistance by providing a dis-
play of MREs (Meals Ready to Eat) and
camouflage to paint the children’s faces.

The soldiers arrived early to help with
last minute set up and even made the
sign for their own booth and stayed late
to help us lug the carnival games and
prizes back to the storage room.

No job was too big or small for these
guys with their ‘can-do’ attitude. They
assisted with the rock climb wall, paint-
ed faces, applied tattoos, worked the
popcorn, nacho and cotton candy booth
and ran the bingo game all night long,
without break or complaint.

They were a big hit with the adults
and children, occasionally marching a
formation of kids down the hallway, pro-
viding some of the that “soldiering
encouragement” to get to the top of the
rock wall and giving selfless service with
smiles and laughter.

We have always been proud of our sol-
diers and the sacrifices they continually
make for our country. They once again
went above and beyond the call, but this
time it was at a carnival for kids. The
money they helped raise will provide
teacher requests for books, shelving, activ-
ity carpets, weekly readers, special project
supplies and the list goes on and on. Our
students will benefit from these education-
al tools for years to come. The money also
goes toward reading awards and year-end
honor roll medals and plaques. 

For a job well done, we thank SFC
Daniel Crockett, SFC Luis Hernandez,
SSgt. Terry Hurley, SFC David Jordan,
SFC Hector Jusino, SFC Richard Mars-
land, SFC Robert Skinner, SFC DeWayne
Taylor, SSgt. Andrew Williams and their
instructor, SFC James Jackson.

Nancy Pierce
president, Owens PTO

This letter highlights the best and the
worst of living in a military commu-
nity. I’ll begin with the worst. On

Halloween evening at approximately 7:55,
at the corner of Tripp and Simpson streets,
my 11-year-old son and his friend were at
the end of their very successful evening of
“Trick or Treating.” My wife, our younger
sons and I were about a block behind our
son when he was accosted by a teenage
male dressed as a high school cheerleader,
wearing a cheerleaders’ skirt and a white
haired wig. The teenager walked up to my
son and said, “Hey kid, how are you
doing? Give me your candy.” He immedi-
ately grabbed my son’s bag of candy and,
being the coward that he was, ran away. A
female in a group of 7 to 10 teenagers that
this coward was a part of, told my son that
she would go and get his candy back. Of
course, she never returned. 

Now the positive part. My wife saw a
police car coming down the street and
immediately reported the incident. The
officer took the offense very seriously
and immediately half a dozen personnel
were looking for this teenager. After try-
ing for a good 30 minutes with no suc-
cess, they reported that they would keep
looking. My wife then asked several
groups of teenagers in the area if they
knew anything. While none of them did,
several of them offered, without reserva-
tion, their candy bags to our son. The
parents that we talked to that evening

also offered not only their condolences,
but to replace the candy as well. Even
my 4-year-old sons wanted him to share
their candy. I was heartened by the basic
good nature of everyone we spoke with. 

My position to my son was that this is
one of life’s unfortunate incidents and
that in the future he should be wary of
individuals, even those who are in a
“safe” place like a military post. A sad
commentary, but a life lesson neverthe-
less. However, I also pointed out to him
how many people wanted to help and it
helped ease the sting of this crime. 

My only hope here is that some
responsible parent will read this and
address the issue to his or her son. I am
not naive to believe that the responsible
individual will have the intestinal forti-
tude to step up and take responsibility
for his action; he seems to have a good
career ahead of him as a common
thief. However, perhaps his parents
might and they will do the right
thing. Should a pang of conscience cross
anyone’s mind that reads this and they
would like to ease their burden, feel free
to call me at 313-7382. I hope to be
able to tell my son that while the act was
cowardly, at least someone stepped up
and took responsibility to set this inci-
dent right. Thank you. 

Lt. Col. David Norton 
Missile and Space Intelligence Center

We are nearing the time that we
will receive an additional 25
new quarters. After the quarters

have been accepted, each one must be
put in the computer with all the pertinent
information about the unit, including any
amenities. Keys have to be tagged and
logged. It will take approximately two
days for this to be accomplished. We will
begin offering the quarters immediately
after these tasks are completed.

During our Town Hall briefings, we
presented what we believed to be good
strategy in relocating our residents. Since
the first units to come online were allo-
cated for Senior Noncommissioned Offi-
cers, they were the first to be relocated.
This process will continue when the next
units are released. The 14 SNCO fami-
lies residing in Area 6 (Hughes Drive
area) and any SNCO left in Area 8
(Lance Drive area) will be our first prior-

ity. Initially we opted to relocate families
according to their original eligibility date
for housing. This plan does not work as
well as we had hoped. When there is
only one family left in a multiplex build-
ing, we have chosen to move that family,
regardless to his or her eligibility date.
This process permits the utilities to be
turned off in the entire building. Receiv-
ing the additional funds to demolish Area
8 (Nike Street, Lance Drive, Hermes
Road, etc.) has prompted us to relook the
process of relocating families.  It is
imperative that we move as many resi-
dents as we can, as quickly as we can.
You may notice that we concentrated our
efforts on relocating occupants from Nike
Street and Nike Court. This was done to
give the demolition contractor a place to
start without disrupting occupants with 

See Update on page 12

Iwould like to clarify a point in the
“Huntsville Rehabilitation Foundation
Annual Report to the Community.”

Sandra Dawn Vaughn did not lose legal
custody of her children. She overcame
many life obstacles and both of her chil-
dren live with her today. 

I thank the Redstone community for
their support of the programs of the
Huntsville Rehabilitation Foundation. It
took a lot of courage for the recipients of
the award to permit their stories to be told
in such a public forum. I encourage

everyone to join me not in focusing on
the problems in the past lives of the recip-
ients but in celebrating their success.

Tim M. Stickley
vice president/general manager
Phoenix Service

Editor’s note: The annual report, pub-
lished by the Huntsville Rehabilitation
Foundation, appeared as an advertising
insert in the Oct. 30 issue of Redstone
Rocket.

What does Veterans Day mean to you?
“To begin with, it’s a day that’s taken

for granted by too many Americans!”
replied Patti Kurth of Logistics Support
Activity. “To me, it means that someone,
somewhere has given their life over the
years so I can have my freedom! I can
speak freely, I can attend the church of my
choice and even have Bible study where I
work.  Just the other day I sent an e-mail
to a vet, thanking him for his job in the

war. Last year, I sent an e-card to a dear
friend also thanking him for his service.
It’s time we all reach out and remember
that Veterans Day is not just another Mon-
day off work to plan our vacation time
around! It’s a day to remember our serv-
ice men and women and a day to give
thanks to those who have sacrificed so
much for us!”

See Rumblings on page 3

Elementary school thanks soldiers Incident steals Halloween cheer 

Housing manager gives update

Community supports rehab program

Rocket rumblings: Veterans Day and you
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10 Helping hands

NCOs adopt fund-raiser
as community project

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@htimes.com

What started out as a “neat idea” to
have a couple soldiers from Redstone
work at a local school carnival putting
camouflage face paint on kids turned into
a full blown volunteer mission.

“You saved us,” Nancy Pierce, Owens
Elementary PTO president, told the 10
soldiers from the NCO Academy. “I don’t
know what we would have done without
you tonight. You guys did a fantastic job.
I just don’t know how to say thanks
enough.”

Each year Owens Elementary School
in Limestone County holds a Harvest Fes-
tival in the fall. It’s the school’s primary
fund-raiser for the year. Carnival games
and activities are set up in classrooms
throughout the school, along with a silent
auction, bingo game and refreshment
sales.

“We had a very good response from
our community,” Pierce said. “Donations
from individuals and businesses came in,
people showed up to the event but our
problems was getting enough volunteers
to work all the booths.”

The initial request made to the NCO
Academy was for a couple of soldiers to
come out, talk to the kids, put a little cam-
ouflage paint on their faces and have a lit-
tle fun. When the Academy’s advance
class, 600-ANCOC-002-03, heard about
the request, they decided to adopt the fes-
tival as their community project.

“We thought it sounded like a great
idea, something really worthwhile to do
for the community,” SFC Robert Skinner
said. “And we love being around the kids.
Most of us are away from our families so
it was nice to be a part of that again.”

Not only did the class of nine plus
instructor SFC James Jackson volunteer
to work, they came early to assist with
last minute preparations, brought MREs,
the prepackaged meals soldiers eat in the
field, to show and give away and brought
the paint to put on the kids’ faces.

“They came in asking what they could
do to help and we put them to work,”
Pierce said. “We were really lucky to
have them here for the rock climbing
wall.”

It turned out that the inflatable rock
climb, shaped like a pyramid, could
accommodate climbers on four sides but
the rental agency only sent one attendant
with the equipment so only one side of
the wall could be used, according to their
policy. Faced with the unexpected limita-
tion, Pierce talked with the attendant and
he agreed, because of the soldiers’ mili-
tary training, to let them operate an addi-
tional side.

Other soldiers ran the bingo game,
sold popcorn and cotton candy and put on
tattoos and face paint.

“We checked on them several times,

trying to get them to take a break and eat
but they just kept on working,” Pierce
said. “It was nice that they did because we
didn’t have volunteers to replace them.
We just would’ve had to shut those areas
down for a while.”

Several teachers commented on the
importance of having the soldiers in the
school, interacting with the students in
such a relaxed environment.

“This is so good for the kids, especial-
ly with everything going on in the world
right now,” said Ann Robinson, second
grade teacher. “They see soldiers on tele-
vision but they don’t make the connection
that these are real people — moms and
dads. Meeting them like this makes it real
for the kids. It gives them a personal bond
that they otherwise wouldn’t have to a
soldier.”

It was a long but profitable night for
the school. The money will be used to buy
items teachers request for their class-
rooms, everything from furniture and
rugs to books and supplies.

“We had a great time tonight,” SSgt.
Andrew Williams said. “It was a great
chance for soldiers to come out and give
a little back to the community.”

“I’ll be dreaming about numbers
tonight,” SFC Luis Hernandez joked.

See Festival on page 11

Soldiers volunteer for fun and games at local school

Photo by Sandy Riebeling
PREGAME PREP— Students from the Advance Course NCO Academy at Redstone (600-ANCOC-002-03) from left, SFC David
Jordan, SFC Luis Hernandez and SFC DeWayne Taylor check to make sure all the numbers are there before starting the
bingo game at the Harvest Festival at Owens Elementary School Nov. 2.

Photo by Sandy Riebeling
REACHING NEW HEIGHTS— NCO Academy instructor SFC James Jackson, left,
with SSgt. Andrew Williams, helps a student climb the rock wall during the Har-
vest Festival fund-raiser for Owens Elementary School. 
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Free classifieds
(limited to 4 lines) are provided

to all Redstone Arsenal personnel.

PERSONAL ITEMS ONLY. REAL ESTATE,
BUSINESS & “FOR PROFIT” ITEMS

DO NOT QUALIFY FOR THIS FREE OFFER.
Only one ad per week from an individual.

P.O. Box 1007 West Station 
Huntsville, AL 35807

Classifieds 532-4300
Fax 532-4349

Announcements
will present a Benefit Art Auction and Silent Auction, Sat-
urday at the Senior Center auditorium, 2200 Drake Ave.
Doors open for preview at 6 p.m. and the auction begins at
7:30. The auction will benefit K-12 science education.
Tickets are $10 in advance, $12 at the door. Complimenta-
ry hors d’oeuvres will be provided. For advance tickets,
call HATS at 882-1234 with credit card or send check or
money order to HATS Benefit Art Auction, P.O. Box 1964,
Huntsville, Ala., 35807.

Master’s degrees
Nova Southeastern University will have information meet-
ings on its master of business administration program at 6
p.m. Friday and Nov. 21 at Calhoun Community College,
conference room 101-E, 102 Wynn Drive. Friday’s meeting
is an opportunity to meet Steve Harvey, the master’s pro-
gram director. For more information, call 1-800-672-7223
(ext. 5026). 

NCO/Soldier of quarter
The NCO/Soldier of the Quarter luncheon is Nov. 21 at
11:30 a.m. at the Officers and Civilians Club. Scheduled
speaker is retired CSM Jimmie Spencer, director of enlist-
ed programs at national Association of the U.S. Army. Tick-
ets are $6.50 in advance. For tickets or more information,
call Sheila McCrary 876-1874.

Enlisted dining out
The Team Redstone enlisted dining out is Nov. 21 at 6 p.m.
at the Officers and Civilians Club. Scheduled speaker is
retired CSM George Cutbirth, former command sergeant
major for Army Materiel Command. Call Sheila McCrary
876-1874.

Memorial service
Italian and German official parties will hold a memorial serv-
ice to honor their soldiers (three Italians and 30 Germans)
who died during World War II as POWs.The commemorative
ceremony will be held on Sunday at 11 a.m. at Fort McClel-
lan. During the ceremony at the little cemetery in Fort
McClellan, Italian and German official parties will give a
speech and leave flowers. The memorial service will be fol-
lowed by a reception at the former Noble Army Hospital.

Flu shots
Still interested in getting a flu vaccine? Retirees, family mem-
bers (age 11 and older), and active duty can get their flu vac-
cination at Fox Army Health Center’s Immunization Clinic
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 8-11 a.m. Children
10 and under can get their flu vaccination by walking in to the
Pediatric Clinic on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday from 3-
4 p.m. Government employees can get their flu vaccination
by walking in to the Occupational Health Clinic, Monday
through Friday from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Prayer breakfast
The next IMMC Prayer Breakfast is Nov. 19 at 7 a.m. in
Sparkman Center building 5308, conference room 8124.
No food or drink will be served, but you may bring your
own. Everyone is invited. For more information, call
Richard Doty 313-1537.


